
PRODIGAL SON

not lost, but found
FOCUS
Luke 15:11-24
The parable of the Prodigal Son.  
How he left his home for wild living  
then ended up hungry and helpless. 
When he decided to go back home  
his father was not angry but rejoiced!

MATERIALS
Puppets coloring page and Popsicle sticks

Puppet show display 

Bag of 10 coins (1 per child)

Sweats & Treats coloring page (1 per child)

Ball and hoop

Trough and Pods coloring page (1 per child)

Let’s Celebrate song (1 per parent)

Ring (1 per child)

Crayons, and glue or tape

ACTIVITIES

1. The Prodigal Son
TALK: One day, Jesus told the people a story 
about a man and his two sons. 

ACTIVITY: Let your Tiny Arrow color the puppets 
then tape or glue each to a Popsicle stick. 

OPTIONAL: Color the puppet stage. 

2. Scene 1 – Leaving home
TALK: One day the youngest son said to his father, 
“Father I would like my inheritance now.” So his 
father gave his son his share of his inheritance.

ACTIVITY: Using the “Father” and “Son before  
leaving” puppet act out scene 1 in the left display. 
Then give your Tiny Arrow the bag of 10 coins. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“There was a man who 
had two sons. The 
younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me 
my share of the estate.’ 
So he divided his property 
between them.” 
Luke 15:11-12

Prodigal son



ACTIVITIES

3. Scene 2 – Living it up
TALK: The son was so excited to leave and do things 
his own way. He played games all day, and ate 
whatever he wanted!

ACTIVITY: Using the “Son after leaving” puppet. Show 
him jumping up and down excited in the middle display. 

4. Scene 3 — Wild Living
TALK: The youngest son played and ate until all  
his money ran out. Then one day, the food in that 
place ran out, and he had no way eat. His stomach 
grumbled and no one gave him anything!

ACTIVITY: Cut and color the sweet treats coloring page. Then give your Tiny 
Arrow a bouncy ball and the sweet treats. They have the choice to give the 
“Son after leaving” puppet sweet treats or to play a game with his money. 1 coin 
for every 1 try to throw the ball through the hoop (hold the hoop in the center of 
the middle display), and 1 coin for every sweet treat. After all the coins are gone 
bring out the “Son after leaving” puppet and be looking for something to do or 
eat in the middle display. 

5. Scene 4 – Hired out
TALK: The son asked everyone he could find to  
help him, and finally there was a man who said he 
could feed his pigs. But even though he fed his pigs, 
he still had nothing to eat!

ACTIVITY: Bring out the “Son as servant” and  
“Citizen” puppets. Have them act out scene 3  
in the right display. 

6. Feeding the pigs
TALK: The son worked hard to feed the pigs, and he 
was so hungry he wanted to eat the piggy food too!

ACTIVITY: Cut out trough and pods then color. 
Assemble the trough then put it in front of the right 
display. Then, using the “Pig” puppet have your  
Tiny Arrow feed the pig by putting the pods in the 
trough one at a time. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“Not long after that, the 
younger son got together 
all he had, set off for 
a distant country and 
there squandered his 
wealth in wild living.” 
Luke 15:13

“After he had spent 
everything, there was 
a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he 
began to be in need.” 
Luke 15:14

“He longed to fill his 
stomach with the pods 
that the pigs were 
eating, but no one  
gave him anything.”
Luke 15:16

“So he went and hired 
himself out to a citizen 
of that country, who 
sent him to his fields  
to feed pigs.”
Luke 15:15



ACTIVITIES

7. Scene 5 – The big speech
TALK: “Here I am starving to death, while my fathers 
servants have food to spare! I will go back to my 
father and tell him I am sorry. That I am no longer 
worthy to be his son. Maybe he will let me work for 
him and I can be like one of his servants and at least 
have food to eat!”

ACTIVITY: Using the “Son as servant” puppet say the 
sons big speech in the right display. 

8. The father
TALK: How do you think the father reacted to his son coming home? Do you 
think the father was angry that he had come home empty handed? Do you think 
his father was sad that he was starving?

ACTIVITY: Ask your Tiny Arrow how they think the father will react.

9. Scene 6 – the reunion
TALK: The father saw his son walking home and was 
filled with compassion for him. He ran to his son and 
threw his arms around him! The son told his father 
he was sorry, but his father said to his servants to get 
him a ring for his finger and new clothes. Then he 
told them to prepare a feast to celebrate. The father 
said, “This son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found!” Have puppet father sing “Let’s Celebrate” song.

ACTIVITY: Using the “Son as servant” and “father” puppet act out scene 6.

BONUS: Sing “Let’s Celebrate” song after the father’s speech.

10. ring on his finger
TALK: Even though the son had spent half of the father’s 
inheritance the father still gave him new clothes and a ring 
for his finger.

ACTIVITY: Give your Tiny Arrow the ring.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to 
death! I will set out and 
go back to my father 
and say to him: Father, 
I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I 
am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; make 
me like one of your hired 
servants,’ so he got up 
and went to his father.” 
Luke 15:17-20

“But while he was still 
a long way off, his 
father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around 
him and kissed him. The 
son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. 
I am not longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ 
But the father said to 
the servants, ‘Quick! Bring 
the best robe and put it 
on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his 
feet... Let’s have a feast 
and celebrate. For this 
son of mine was dead 
and is alive again.; he 
was lost as is found’.”
Luke 15:20-24
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Let’s Celebrate
He once was dead

And now he’s alive

Let’s celebrate!

Celebrate!

He once was lost

And now he’s found

Let’s celebrate!

Celebrate!






