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LIVING WATER WEEK 2

Palm branch
FOCUS

Leviticus 23:40, Psalm 118:25, Isaiah 12:2,  
John 7:37-39 & Acts 2:1-4
During the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot)  

Jesus told the people that he was the 

source for Living Water!

MATERIALS
Palm Branch picture

Palm branch (1 per child)

Priest and Jesus actor

Water pitcher and basin

Pitcher of Holy Spirit Flames and basin

Jesus pouring out the Holy Spirit coloring page (1 per child)

Flame stickers (1 per child)

Crayons, scissors and glue

ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they remember Tabernacles,  
where the people would go to Jerusalem and celebrate!

ACTIVITY: Show children the Palm Branch picture  
and hang nearby for them to see. 

2. Rejoice
TALK: Tabernacles, or Sukkot, is a festival where the 
Israelites went to Jerusalem and celebrated for 7 days 
by living in booths and making offerings. One of the 
ways they celebrate is to carry around a luvav, or  
palm branch and rejoice.

ACTIVITY: Make palm branch from paper.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

On the first day you are 
to take branches from 
luxuriant trees — from 
palms, willows and other 
leafy trees – and rejoice 
before the Lord your God 
for seven days. 
Leviticus 23:40

Living Water

Palm Branch



ACTIVITIES

3. Water pouring
TALK: When they celebrated this festival during the time of Jesus the 
priests would celebrate in the morning by pouring out a pitcher of water 
in a basin near the alter. Pouring the water was a way for them to pray to 
God for rain! The priests would even say Isaiah 12:3 before they poured 
out the water.

ACTIVITY: Have priest pour out water from the pitcher into the basin.

4. Hosanna
TALK: Right after the priests would pour out the water they would  
walk around the alter once waving a palm branch while the people  
waved palm branches and said Psalm 118:25. They were asking  
God to save them with rain!

ACTIVITY: Have children wave palm branches and say Psalm 118:25 
while the priest walks around the alter once.

5. Great Hosanna
TALK: On the seventh day the priest would walk around the alter 7 
times while the people would say Psalm 118:25. They would be saying 
Hosanna, which means “save us” in Hebrew. This day was known as the 
Hoshana Rabbah or “Great Hosanna”. Not only were people thinking 
about rain but the Messiah coming too!.

ACTIVITY: Have the priest pour the water into the basin then walk 
around it 7 times while the chlidren wave their palm branches and say 
Psalm 118:25.

6. Come to me
TALK: Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate Tabernacles, and on the 7th 
day, the day of the Great Hosanna, he was teaching in the temple courts. 
During this festival he stood up and said in a loud voice “Let anyone who 
is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 
has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

ACTIVITY: Have the Priest repeat pouring the water in the basin and walk 
around it 7 times with the children saying Psalm 118:25 and waving their 
palm branches. Then have Jesus say John 7:37-38 in a loud voice.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of 
salvation. 
Isaiah 12:3

Lord save us! Lord, 
grant us success!
Psalm 118:25

“Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me and 
drink. Whoever believes 
in me, as Scripture has 
said, rivers of living 
water will flow from 
within them.”
John 7:37-38

On the last and greatest 
day of the festival
John 7:37



ACTIVITIES

7. Living Water
TALK: Jesus was saying that the water he would give was living 
water. When he was in heaven he would pour out the Holy Spirit 
like the priest poured out the water.

ACTIVITY: Have Jesus pour out the pitcher with the Holy Spirit 
flames pouring into the basin.

8. Glorified
TALK: Jesus wanted to pour out living water to his 
people, but he had to wait until he was glorified.  
Even though he died on Passover (Pesach), he did  
not pour out the Holy Spirit until Pentecost (Shavuot). 
At Pentecost he poured out the Holy Spirit on  
his apostles. 

ACTIVITY: Have children color the coloring page of Jesus pouring 
out living water over the earth.

9. Pentecost
TALK: On the day of Pentecost Jesus poured out the living water 
on his apostles and it reached them like a wind and landed on 
them like tongues of fire!

ACTIVITY: Grab a handful of fire pieces from the basin and blow 
them out of your hands for the children to catch them, then give 
each child a fire sticker!

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

By this he met the Spirit, 
whom those who believed 
in him were later to 
receive. Up to that time 
the Spirit had not been 
given, since Jesus had not 
yet been glorified. 
John 7:39

When the day of 
Pentecost came, they 
were all together in 
one place. Suddenly the 
sound like the blowing 
of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled 
the whole house where 
they were sitting. They 
saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that 
separated and came to 
rest on each of them. 
All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in 
other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. 
Acts 2:1-4
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Pitchers
I had two pitchers and two basins. One filled with water, and the 
other filled with the crinkle paper assortment from week 1. I also 
had two basins to collect the water and paper. 

The priest gets the water pitcher and basin, and Jesus gets the 
pitcher of crinkle paper and basin.

basin for 
water

Basin for paper Pitcher with 
crinkle paper

pitcher with 
water








