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JAVELIN WEEK 1

Battle of ai
FOCUS

Joshua 1:9, 8:1-2, 10, 15, & 18-19 & Hebrews 12:2
After Joshua and the Israelites defeated 
Jericho, they went to Ai. After being 
beaten by the men of Ai once and getting 
the sin out of their camp, they tried again 
to defeat Ai with God’s direction! God told 
Joshua to hold out the javelin in his hand 
at Ai and they won!

MATERIALS
Battle of Ai picture

Javelin (1 per child)

Large cardboard city of Ai with front door

Parent actors to stand inside city (activity 4 & 5)

Israel & Ai flag and 2 clothespins

Blank flags and clothespin (1 per child)

Crayons, markers, chalk and glue

ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about the Battle of Ai.

ACTIVITY: Show children the Battle of Ai picture and hang 
nearby for them to see. 

2. Get in line
TALK: After Joshua’s men had been defeated once, and the sin 
was cleared out of his camp, he was told to go and attack Ai. 
God told Joshua to not be afraid or discouraged, but to go!

ACTIVITY: Have the children color their javelins with markers 
then stand in a line holding their javelins and practice marching.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“Do not be afraid. Do not 
be discouraged. Take the 
whole army with you, and 
go up and attack Ai.”
Joshua 8:1
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ACTIVITIES 

3. Set an ambush 
TALK: The Lord told Joshua to set an ambush behind the city. That way 
the men or Ai would not know they were there. They were hiding!

ACTIVITY: Play hide and seek with the children, encourage them to 
hide behind the city. Then choose one or two children to stay behind 
the city with the Israel flag. 

4. ready for battle
TALK: Joshua and his men went to Ai’s front door! 

ACTIVITY: Draw a line with chalk that represents where the Israelites 
stood, then have the children march to that spot with their javelins. Let 
them take turns tip toeing quietly to the front door of the city. If they 
are too loud then have a parent open the door from inside the city and 
look out. Encourage the children to run away if the door is opened.

5. Battle
TALK: When the people of Ai saw the Israelites, they went out to meet 
them in battle and chased the Israelites away! 

ACTIVITY: Have parents open the door to the city and chase the 
children away. 

6. Lift your javelin
TALK: After the men left Ai the Lord told Joshua to lift up the javelin in 
his hand and he would give him the city! The javelin was the signal for 
the hiding Israelites to attack the city!

ACTIVITY: Have children face the city and hold out their javelins.

7. Capture the city
TALK: The men who were hiding and 
waiting behind the city ran inside the city 
and captured it!

ACTIVITY: Have the children who were 
hiding behind the city replace the flag of 
Ai with the Israel flag. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“Set an ambush behind 
the city.”
Joshua 8:2

Joshua mustered his army, 
and he and the leaders 
of Israel marched before 
them to Ai. 
Joshua 8:10

Then the Lord said to 
Joshua, “Hold out toward Ai 
the javelin that is in your 
hand, for into your hand I 
will deliver this city.”
Joshua 8:18

As soon as he did this, 
the men in the ambush 
rose quickly from their 
position and rushed 
forward. They entered 
the city and captured it. 
Joshua 8:19

Joshua and all Israel 
let themselves be driven 
back before them, and 
they fled toward the 
wilderness. 
Joshua 8:15



ACTIVITIES

8. Follow
TALK: Joshua and the Israelites followed the Lord’s 
directions and won! Just like we can win if we follow 
the Lord’s instructions too! The Lord has given each 
family a goal, and if listen and obey we can do it!

ACTIVITY: Have each child draw their family, family’s 
purpose or goal on a flag.

9. Point
TALK: The Lord told Joshua to hold up the javelin and point it towards 
his goal. We need to fix our eyes on Jesus and what he has for us!

ACTIVITY: Have children stand and point their javelin at their flag.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with 
you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter 
of faith
Hebrews 12:2
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City of Ai
Using Gorilla tape, I taped 8 pieces of large cardboard together, 
leaving the two ends open to form a door. Then I hung the flag of 
Ai on one of the cardboards using a clothespin.

It was windy the day of the class, so we reinforced the sides with additional 
tape and used bricks to hold up the sides. 
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Use stencil to write “israel” on flag

Flag






