
JERUSALEM

over time
FOCUS

Joshua 18:28, 2 Samuel 5:7, 11 & 6:12, 1 Kings 6:14 
& Matthew 21:7-10
Jerusalem is the capital of Israel!  

It is where David reigned, and it  

grew over time.

MATERIALS
Israel’s tribes coloring page (1 per child)

Jerusalem over time coloring page and stickers (1 set per child)

Sword (1 per child)

Crown (1 per child)

Piece of paper to draw palace (1 per child)

Worship song

Items to build a fort

Jesus on donkey puppet (1 per child)

Palm branch (1-3 per child)

Crayons, chalk and tape

ACTIVITIES

1. Benjamin’s territory
TALK: Jerusalem was a city in Israel that was apart of  
Benjamin’s territory! 

ACTIVITY: Color the coloring page of the tribes of  
Israel and find Jerusalem in Benjamin’s territory!

2. fight for the city
TALK: David fought for Jerusalem and was  
the first king to rule from Jerusalem!

ACTIVITY: Color and decorate the sword  
and crown and trace the City of David  
line on the map! Then draw a small circle,  
using chalk, on cement.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Zelah, Haeleph, the Jebusite 
city (that is, Jerusalem), 
Gibeah and Kiriath—fourteen 
towns and their villages.
This was the inheritance 
of Benjamin for its clans.
Joshua 18:28

Nevertheless, David 
captured the fortress  
of Zion—which is the 
City of David. 
2 Samuel 5:7
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ACTIVITIES

3. Palace
TALK: David built a palace in Jerusalem! 

ACTIVITY: Draw a palace and place the palace sticker  
in the City of David.

4. Brought the ark
TALK: David was the first king to bring the Ark of the  
Covenant into Jerusalem! 

ACTIVITY: Dance and sing to your favorite worship 
song and put the Ark of the Covenant sticker in the 
City of David.

5. the Temple
TALK: Solomon, David’s son, expanded the city  
and built the temple in Jerusalem!

ACTIVITY: Build a fort to represent building the 
temple. Trace the line for Solomon to Hezekiah and 
put the temple sticker over the temple, then draw 
a larger circle around the smaller one on cement 
representing the city getting larger!

6. Jesus entering Jerusalem
TALK: By the time Jesus was born, Jerusalem grew again! 
Before Jesus died, he entered Jerusalem on a donkey  
and the people shouted Hosanna and put palm branches on 
the road for him to ride on!

ACTIVITY: Trace the line for Herod then place the Jesus 
sticker in the larger circle, then draw an even larger circle 
around the smaller one on cement representing the city 
getting even bigger! Afterwards, color the Jesus sitting on a 
donkey puppet and make a few of the palm branches and 
act out Jesus riding into Jerusalem with the people shouting 
Hosanna and putting palm branches on the road.  

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Now Hiram king of Tyre sent 
envoys to David, along with 
cedar logs and carpenters 
and stonemasons, and they 
built a palace for David 
2 Samuel 5:11

So Solomon built the 
temple and completed it.
1 Kings 6:14

They brought the donkey and 
the colt and placed their 
cloaks on them for Jesus 
to sit on. A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road, while others 
cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the 
road. The crowds that went 
ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted, “Hosanna 
to the Son of David!”... When 
Jesus entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was stirred and 
asked, “Who is this?”
Matthew 21:7-10

So David went to bring 
up the ark of God from 
the house of Obed-Edom 
to the City of David with 
rejoicing.
2 Samuel 6:12
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