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POWER WEEK 1

the Lord vs. Dagon
FOCUS

1 Samuel 4:2-3, 6-7, 5:2-4, 7-8, 10-11 & 6:21  
When the Ark of the Covenant, which 
represents the Lord’s presence, was 
taken by the Philistines, the Lord fought 
against them and their god Dagon until  
it was returned to the Israelites! 

MATERIALS
The Lord vs. Dagon picture

Team Israel or Team Philistine shirt sticker (1 per child)

Ark of the Covenant and Dagon cardboard picture

Dagon’s temple

The Lord vs Dagon coloring page (1 per child)

The path of the Ark map coloring page (1 per child)

Ashdod, Gath, Ekron and Israel sign

Crayons, markers, chalk and glue

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about the Ark of the 
Covenant, which represents the Lord’s presence, being 
stolen by the Philistines.

ACTIVITY: Show children the The Lord vs. Dagon picture 
and hang nearby for them to see. 

2.	Battle
TALK: While Eli was the high priest the Israelites went to war 
with the Philistines and the Philistines won! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children color either a “Team Israel” 
or “Team Philistine” sticker and place it on their shirt. Draw 
two large circles in chalk over 10’ away from each other, 
labeling one Team Israel and the other Team Philistine. 
Then divide the children into two groups in their respective 
matching circles. After, have them join in the middle and have 
the Philistines chase the Israelites back to their circle.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

The Philistines deployed 
their forces to meet 
Israel, and as the 
battle spread, Israel 
was defeated by the 
Philistines.
1 Samuel 4:2
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ACTIVITIES 

3.	Get the ark 
TALK: The Israelites returned home, and  
decided to try to defeat the Philistines again, 
but this time they would bring the Ark of the 
Covenant with them.

ACTIVITY: Have the Israelites grab the ark and 
bring it to their circle.

4.	God in the camp
TALK: The Israelites were so excited to see the ark they shouted,  
and the Philistines had to fight hard because they were scared.  
The Philistines won and captured the Ark!

ACTIVITY: Have 2 children hold the Ark and all the Israelites shout! 
Then have the Philistines look scared, the run after them and chase 
the Israelites away and pick up the fallen Ark.

5.	Dagon’s temple
TALK: The Philistines brought the ark back to their 
home and into the temple of their god Dagon.

ACTIVITY: Put the Ark next to Dagon in the temple, 
then color the first section of The Lord vs. Dagon coloring page.

6.	Bow down
TALK: The next morning the Philistines went to the 
temple and their god was flat on his face before 
the ark! 

ACTIVITY: Go to the temple and see Dagon on the ground.  
Then color part 2 of The Lord vs. Dagon coloring page.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“Let us bring the ark of 
the Lord’s covenant from 
Shiloh, so that he may go 
with us and save us from 
the hand of our enemies.” 
1 Samuel 4:3

“What’s all this shouting 
in the Hebrew camp?” 
When they learned that 
the ark of the Lord had 
come into the camp, the 
Philistines were afraid. 
1 Samuel 4:6-7

When the people woke up 
to go see their god, he 
was lying flat on his face 
before the ark! When the 
people of Ashdod rose early 
the next day, there was 
Dagon, fallen on his face 
on the ground before the 
ark of the Lord! They took 
Dagon and put him back in 
his place.
1 Samuel 5:3

Then they carried the 
ark into Dagon’s temple 
and set it beside Dagon.
1 Samuel 5:2



ACTIVITIES

7.	 Bow again
TALK: The next morning they went to the temple 
and not only was Dagon on his face before the 
Ark, but his head and hands had been taken off 
and were on the entrance to the temple.

ACTIVITY: Have the children check the temple again and see 
the Dagon statue on the ground with his hands and head at the 
entrance to the temple and finish the The Lord vs. Dagon  
coloring page.

8.	Move to GAth
TALK: The people were scared of the Ark! So they  
sent it away from them to another Philistine city, Gath.

ACTIVITY: Have the Philistines move the Ark from 
Ashdod to Gath. Then glue the Ark over the Gath  
circle on the map and fill in the line from Ashdod  
to Gath.

9.	Move again, then home
TALK: The Ark moved from Gath to Ekron and then 
they were so scared of it, they sent it back to the 
Israelites in Beth Shemesh!

ACTIVITY: Have the Philistines move the Ark from Gath 
to Ekron then to Beth Shemesh. The glue the Ark on 
Ekron then Beth Shemesh, drawing a line to each city.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

But the following morning 
when they rose, there 
was Dagon, fallen on 
his face on the ground 
before the ark of the 
Lord! His head and his 
hands had been broken 
off and were lying on 
the threshold; only his 
body remained.
1 Samuel 5:4

“The ark of the god of 
Israel must not stay 
here with us, because his 
hand is heavy on us and 
on Dagon our god”... so 
they moved the ark of 
the God of Israel.
1 Samuel 5:7-8

As the ark of God was 
entering Ekron, the people of 
Ekron cried out, “They have 
brought the ark of the god 
of Israel around to us to 
kill us and our people.” So 
they called together all the 
rulers of the Philistines and 
said, “Send the ark of the 
god of Israel away; let it go 
back to its own place, or it 
will kill us and our people.”
1 Samuel 5:10-11 

The Philistines have returned 
the ark of the Lord.
1 Samuel 6:21
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Battle field
I drew two large circles using chalk and wrote “Israel” in one and 
“Philistine” in the other. 



Ark & Dagon
I traced and painted the Ark of the Covenant and Dagon on large 
pieces of cardboard.

Dagon

ark

add a piece of cardboard to the back for support  
so it can stand freely

paint ark & cut out around shape

add a piece of cardboard to the back for support  
so it can stand freely

paint Dagon & cut out around shape 

Make the head 
removable with 

velcro

Make sure the 
hands can be 
off easily with  
an utility knife  

for class



board 3board 1 board 2 board 5board 4 board 6 board 8board 7

tape tapetape tapetape tape

fold

tape

Temple
Using Gorilla tape, I taped 8 pieces of large cardboard together, 
leaving the two ends open to form a door. 





AShdod, Gath, Ekron & Israel signs
I wrote the name of the city on a white project trifold display 
board (cut into 4 pieces), taped them to the wall and spaced them 
out so the children had to carry the ark from one place to another.








