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HOPE WEEK 1

The Red Sea Splits
FOCUS

Exodus 13:21, 14:9-10, 13-14, 19-25, 27 & 15:20-21
The Israelites have left their homes, 
and the Lord led them to the border of 
Egypt, at a beach in between rocks and 
mountains. When Pharaoh and his men 
came after them, the Israelites had to be 
still and trust God! The Red Sea split and 
they walked to safety on the other side 
of the sea and into a new country! They 
were so excited they danced and sung a 
new song!

MATERIALS
The Red Sea Splits picture

Cloud and Fire pillar (1 set per child)

Red Sea coloring page (1 per child)

Moses actor with staff

Egyptian actors on bikes (2-3)

River splitting cardboard

Bag/backpack with accessories (1 set per child)

Farm animal or doll (1 per child)

Tambourine (1 per child)

Crayons and glue

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about the Israelites 
going through the Red Sea! 

ACTIVITY: Show children The Red Sea Splits picture  
and hang nearby for them to see. 

2.	God leads
TALK: The Israelites were leaving Egypt, and God was leading 
them with a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night!

ACTIVITY: Glue cotton balls on one side of the red and orange 
paper on the other. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

By day the Lord went 
ahead of them in a pillar 
of cloud to guide them 
on their way and by 
night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light. 
Exodus 13:21
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ACTIVITIES 

3.	At the beach 
TALK: The Israelites stopped at a beach by the Red 
Sea, right where God told them to go! 

ACTIVITY: Color the Red Sea coloring page. 

4.	Nowhere to go
TALK: When Pharaoh realized the Israelites were not coming back, he 
followed them to the beach! The Israelites were so scared! Pharaoh 
and his army were right behind them! There was nowhere for the 
Israelites to run to! They had their family’s, animals and all their 
possessions with them! So they cried out to God to rescue them! 

ACTIVITY: Give each child a small backpack and have them fill it with 
the unleavened bread, small water bottle and a plastic gold chain (to 
represent the gold they got from the Egyptians). Have them grab their 
farm animal or baby doll and carrying their pillars in front of them. Then 
have the Moses actor lead them to the sea. When they reach the sea, 
have the Egyptians come behind them. 

5.	God moves
TALK: The Egyptians were behind the Israelites, and the Angel of 
God and the pillar of cloud moved between the Egyptians and the 
Israelites! God was protecting them! 

ACTIVITY: Have each child place their pillar of cloud and fire between 
the Israelites and the Egyptians.  

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

The Egyptians—all 
Pharaoh’s horses and 
chariots, horsemen and 
troops—pursued the 
Israelites and overtook 
them as they camped by 
the sea near Pi Hahiroth, 
opposite Baal Zephon.
Exodus 14:9

As Pharaoh approached, the 
Israelites looked up, and 
there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. They 
were terrified and cried 
out to the Lord. 
Exodus 14:10

Then the Angel of God, 
who had been traveling 
in front of Israel’s army, 
withdrew and went behind 
him. The pillar of cloud 
also moved from in front 
and stood behind them, 
coming between the armies 
of Egypt and Israel. 
Exodus 14:19-20



ACTIVITIES

6.	do not be afraid
TALK: The Israelites were scared, but Moses told 
them not to be afraid! The Lord was going to fight  
for them! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children say they are scared, 
then have Moses tell them not to be afraid and that 
the Lord will protect them!

7.	 the red sea splits
TALK: Moses stretched out his staff towards the water 
and God sent a strong wind to divide the water so 
they could walk on dry ground! 

ACTIVITY: Have Moses raise his staff, then have the 
children blow and divide the cardboard and make a 
path wide enough for the children to walk through. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Moses answered the 
people, “Do not be afraid. 
Stand firm and you will 
see the deliverance the 
Lord will bring you today. 
The Egyptians you see 
today you will never see 
again. The Lord will fight 
for you; you need only to 
be still.”
Exodus 14:13-14

Then Moses stretched out 
his hand over the sea, 
and all that night the 
Lord drove the sea back 
with a strong east wind 
and turned it into dry 
land. The waters were 
divided, and the Israelites 
went through the sea on 
dry ground, with a wall 
of water on their right 
and on their left. 
Exodus 14:21-22



ACTIVITIES

8.	the Egyptians followed
TALK: The Egyptians went into the sea after them!  
But then the Lord made the chariots stop working and 
they became scared! The Egyptians knew that God was 
fighting for Israel! 

ACTIVITY: Once Moses and the children are on the 
other side of the sea have the Egyptians follow the 
children through the sea then fall on their bikes and say  
“Oh no! God is fighting against us!” 

9.	the sea went back together
TALK: Then Moses raised his staff again and the waters 
went back together! And all the Egyptians that were 
after them died! They were free!

ACTIVITY: Have Moses raise his staff and place the 
water pieces back together. 

10.	Sing to the Lord
TALK: Then Moses’ sister Miriam got out her timbrel 
and they sang “Sing to the Lord, for he is highly 
exalted. Both horse and driver he had hurled into  
the sea.” 

ACTIVITY: Give each child a tambourine to decorate 
then sing the song. 

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

The Egyptians pursued 
them, and all Pharaoh’s 
horses and chariots and 
horsemen followed them 
into the sea. During the 
last watch of the night 
the Lord looked down from 
the pillar of fire and cloud 
at the Egyptian army and 
threw it into confusion. He 
jammed the wheels of their 
chariots so that they had 
difficulty driving. And the 
Egyptians said, “Let’s get 
away from the Israelites! 
The Lord is fighting for 
them against Egypt.” 
Exodus 14:23-25

Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and 
at daybreak the sea 
went back to its place. 
Exodus 14:27

Them Miriam the prophet, 
Aaron’s sister, took a 
timbrel in her hand, and 
all the women followed 
her, with timbrels and 
dancing. Miriam sang to 
them, “Sing to the Lord, 
for he is highly exalted. 
Both horse and driver he 
had hurled into the sea.” 
Exodus 15:20-21
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sea
Using gorilla tape, I taped 2 sets of 6 pieces of large cardboard 
together. Then cut the tops of the cardboard into curves to 
resemble waves and spray painted one side blue.
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sea
To add dimension and fun for the children, I created sea creatures, 
rocks and seaweed out of craft paper and taped it to the inside 
pieces of the cardboard. 



sea
For the start of class the edges of both sections were touching, 
and after Moses raised his staff and the children blew we 
separated the pieces so the children could walk through. 










