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HOPE WEEK 2

Resurrection
FOCUS

Matthew 16:21-23, 17:22-23, 20:17-19, 26:57, 27:26, 
35, 59-60, 28:2, 5-6 & 9
Jesus told his disciples three times that 
he would be arrested, suffer, be crucified 
and be raised to life three days later! 
He was telling them ahead of time what 
would happen, so when it did, they would 
be hopeful of seeing Jesus again! 

MATERIALS
Resurrection picture

What Jesus Said checklist (1 per child)

Jesus and angel actor

Tomb

Name tags (1 per child)

Crayons

ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about Jesus in  
the tomb then being resurrected! 

ACTIVITY: Show children the Resurrection picture  
and hang nearby for them to see. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

hope

resurrection



ACTIVITIES 

2. Predicts 1st time
TALK: Jesus talked to his disciples and explained that he 
would go to Jerusalem, suffer at the hands of the elders, 
chief priests and teachers. Then he would be killed and 
three days later be raised to life! Peter was angry and said 
it would never happen!  

ACTIVITY: Have the Jesus actor tell the children that he 
would Go to Jerusalem, see the Chief Priests, Elders and 
Teachers of the Law, then he would be killed and three 
days later rise again! Have the children check off what he 
is saying in the first column then have the children say “No 
Jesus! It will not happen!”

3. Predicts 2nd time
TALK: Jesus told his disciples again that men would kill 
him, and three days later he would be raised to life! This 
time the disciples were sad

ACTIVITY: Have the Jesus actor tell the children that he 
would be arrested, killed and three days later rise again! 
Have the children check off what he is saying in the 
second column then have the children and Peter make 
sad faces.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

From that time on Jesus 
began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands 
of the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers 
of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on 
the third day be raised 
to life. Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke 
him. “Never, Lord!” He said. 
“This shall never happen 
to you!” Jesus turned 
and said to Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are 
a stumbling block to me; 
you do not have in mind 
the concerns of God, but 
merely human concerns.”
Matthew 16:21-23

When they were together 
in Galilee, he said to them, 
“The Son of Man is going 
to be delivered into the 
hands of men. They will 
kill him, and on the third 
day he will be raised to 
life.” And the disciples were 
filled with grief. 
Matthew 17:22-23



ACTIVITIES

4. Predicts 3rd time
TALK: On their way to Jerusalem Jesus told his disciples for the third time 
that he would see the chief priests, and teachers. That they would want him 
to die! Then he would be mocked, hurt and crucified; but three days later 
he would be raised to life! This time the disciples listened and said nothing! 

ACTIVITY: Have the Jesus actor tell the children that he would be arrested, 
see the Chief Priests and Teachers of the Law, then he would be hurt, killed 
and three days later rise again! Have the children check off what he is 
saying in the third column.

5. Arrested
TALK: Just like Jesus said, he was arrested and taken to 
the high priest, elders and teachers of the law! 

ACTIVITY: Hand out a name tag for each child. Then 
have them stand in line in this order; Jesus was 
arrested, Chief Priest, Elder, Teacher of the Law, Jesus 
got hurt, and Jesus was crucified. Then have Jesus go 
in front of the children starting at Jesus was arrested 
and ending at Teacher of the Law. Have the children 
check off the checklist the first four boxes in the Did it 
Happen column. 

6. HUrt
TALK: Just like Jesus had told them, he was hurt and sent to be crucified.

ACTIVITY: Have the Jesus actor go to the Jesus was hurt person and check 
off the 5th box in the Did it Happen column. 

7. Crucified
TALK: Just like Jesus had told them he was going to be crucified, he was!

ACTIVITY: Have the Jesus actor go to the Jesus was crucified person and 
check off the 6th box in the Did it Happen column. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Now Jesus was going up 
to Jerusalem. On the way, 
he took the Twelve aside 
and said to them, “We 
are going up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man will 
be delivered over to the 
chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. 
They will condemn him to 
death and will hand him 
over to the Gentiles to 
be mocked and flogged and 
crucified. On the third day 
he will be raised to life.”
Matthew 20:17-19

Those who had arrested 
Jesus took him to 
Caiaphas the high priest. 
Where the teachers of 
the law and the elders 
had assembled. 
Matthew 26:57

But he had Jesus flogged, 
and handed him over to 
be crucified. 
Matthew 27:26

When they had 
crucified him 
Matthew 27:35

jesus was arrested

chief Priest

elder

teacher of the law

jesus

jesus got hurt

jesus was crucified



ACTIVITIES

8. Tomb
TALK: Jesus’ body was taken by a man named Joseph, 
who put it in a new tomb! The tomb was cut out of a big rock and he 
rolled a big stone in front of it to be its door! 

ACTIVITY: Have the child wearing the Joseph tag lead the Jesus actor 
to go and lay in tomb, then help kids roll the stone in front of it. 

9. three days later
TALK: Three days later there was a big earthquake because an angel 
of the Lord had come down from heaven! He rolled the stone away and 
sat on it! 

ACTIVITY: Have kids move back and forth like there is an earthquake. 
Then have the an adult wearing the angel sign roll the stone away! 

10. the Angel speaks
TALK: The angel told the two women who had come to see Jesus that 
he was not there! He had risen from the grave just like he had said!

ACTIVITY: Have the angel actor tell the children that Jesus is not there 
and to check the tomb. Let them check the tomb, then check off the 7th 
box in the Did it Happen column. 

11. Jesus is back!
TALK: Suddenly Jesus was there! He told the women hello! He was alive 
and not dead! 

ACTIVITY: Have Jesus character come out and say hello! 

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Joseph took the body, 
wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, and placed it in his 
own new tomb that he had 
cut out of the rock. He 
rolled a big stone in front 
of the entrance to the 
tomb and went away. 
Matthew 27:59-60

There was a violent 
earthquake, for an Angel 
of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to 
the tomb rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 
Matthew 28:2

The Angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, 
for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. He is not 
here; he has risen, just 
as he said. Come and see 
the place where he lay.”
Matthew 28:5-6

Suddenly Jesus met them. 
“Greetings,” he said. They 
came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. 
Matthew 28:9

joesph

angel



resurrection



predicts 1st time
JESUS SAYS:

“I will go to jerusalem and see the Chief Priests, Elders and Teachers of 

the Law, then i will be killed and three days later rise again!” 

CHILDREN SAY: 

“No Jesus! It will not happen!”

predicts 2nd time
JESUS SAYS:

“I will be arrested, killed and three days later rise again!” 
CHILDREN: 

make sad faces.

predicts 3rd time
JESUS SAYS:

“I go to jerusalem and will be arrested, see the Chief Priests and 
Teachers of the Law, then I will be hurt, killed and three days 
later rise again!”
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elder

teacher of the law

jesus was arrested

jesus



jesus got hurt

jesus was crucified

Joesph

angel



tomb
I used the frame of a child’s castle structure, 2 large pieces of 
cardboard, 1 large piece of cardboard spray painted gray and 3 large 
gray rectangular tablecloths. Using gorilla tape, I taped the two 
pieces of large cardboard to the frame of one opening in the castle.

castle structure

3 pieces of cardboard

tape the back of the 
cardboard to the frame

3 rectangle gray tablecloths



tomb
I taped the tablecloths around the structure, leaving an opening in 
the back for Jesus to escape from and an opening in the middle 
for him to enter. Then I taped the third tablecloth on the top.

tape

tape



tomb
I took the last large piece of cardboard and cut it into the shape 
of a rock. I made sure it was larger then the hole on the entrance. 
Then I placed it in front of the entrance to the tomb.

cut into shape of a rock




