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HOPE WEEK 3

Set free
FOCUS

acts 12:2-7, 9-10 & 12-16
Peter was arrested and sent to prison! 
While he was in prison, the church prayed 
for him! One night an angel came and set 
him free and Peter got to tell the people 
who had been praying that their prayers 
were answered!

MATERIALS
Set Free picture

Strips of paper for chains (1 set per child)

Arrested coloring page and 16 guards (1 set per child)

Prison

16 stuffed animals

Angel actor

Church actors and door

Crayons, glue and stapler

ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about Peter being 
arrested and an angel helping him escape! 

ACTIVITY: Show children the Set Free picture  
and hang nearby for them to see. 

2. arrested
TALK: James, one of Jesus disciples was killed, and 
then Peter was arrested! 

ACTIVITY: Make paper chains.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

He had James, the 
brother of John, put to 
death with the sword. 
When he saw that this 
met approval among the 
Jews, he proceeded to 
seize Peter also. 
Acts 12:2-3
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ACTIVITIES 

3. 16 guards 
TALK: Peter was put in prison with 16 guards! 

ACTIVITY: Color and glue 16 guards around Peter.

4. Pray!
TALK: While Peter was in prison, the church prayed for him! 

ACTIVITY: Have children pray for Peter to be set free! 

5. in chains
TALK: The next day Peter was going to trial. He might be killed just 
like his friend James! But he wasn’t worried! He was sleeping! Right 
between two soldiers!

ACTIVITY: Have children put on chains and pretend to be sleeping 
in the prison. Put 16 different stuffed animals around the children to 
represent the guards.

6. chains fall off
TALK: Suddenly an angel came and woke Peter up! When he told 
Peter to get up, the chains fell off Peters wrists! 

ACTIVITY: Have an angel actor appear and tell the children to get up 
and let the chains fall off!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

After arresting him, he 
put him in prison, handing 
him over to be guarded 
by four squads of four 
soldiers each. Herod 
intended to bring him out 
for public trial after 
the Passover. 
Acts 12:4

So Peter was kept in 
prison, but the church 
was earnestly praying to 
God for him. 
Acts 12:5

The night before Herod 
was to bring him to 
trial, Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains, 
and sentries stood guard 
at the entrance.
Acts 12:6

Suddenly an Angel of 
the Lord appeared and a 
light shone in the cell. 
He struck Peter on the 
side and woke him up. 
“Quick, get up!” he said, 
and the chains fell off 
Peter’s wrists.
Acts 12:7



ACTIVITIES

7. set free
TALK: The angel led Peter right out of prison! Past all the 
guards and no one told them to stop! Peter did not believe 
what was happening was real!

ACTIVITY: Have the children walk past the stuffed animal 
guards and outside the prison without being caught! 

8. the gate opened
TALK: When they came to a gate that led to the city, the 
gate opened by itself! After they had walked one block the 
angel left Peter! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children walk to a door and have it 
open for them. Encourage the children to walk through it to 
freedom! Then have the angel actor leave. 

9. prayers answered
TALK: Peter went straight to the house of a friend from 
church! When he got there he knocked on the door, but 
the woman who answered didn’t believe he was there! 
Then everyone in the house found out that their prayers 
had been answered and Peter was free! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children knock on a door and the 
church actors inside say “Who’s there?” Then have them 
answer “It’s Peter! I’m free!” Then have the actors say, 
“Peter’s not free!” and have the children respond “Yes I am!” 
Afterwards have the actors answer the door and get excited 
that Peter was free! Then give them a “Your Prayer was 
Answered” sticker!

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Peter followed him out of 
the prison, but he has no 
idea that what the Angel 
was doing was really 
happening; he thought he 
was seeing a vision. 
Acts 12:9

They passed the first and 
second guards and came to 
the iron gate leading to the 
city. It opened for them by 
itself, and they went through 
it. When they had walked 
the length of one street, 
suddenly the Angel left him.
Acts 12:10

He went to the house of 
Mary... where many people 
had gathered and were 
praying. Peter knocked at 
the outer entrance, and a 
servant named Rhoda came to 
answer the door. When she 
recognized Peter’s voice, she 
was so overjoyed she ran 
back without opening it and 
exclaimed, “Peter is at the 
door!” “You’re out of your 
mind,” they told her. When 
she kept insisting that it 
was so, they said, “It must 
be his angel.” But Peter kept 
on knocking, and when they 
opened the door and saw him, 
they were astonished.
Acts 12:12-16
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prison
Using gorilla tape, I taped 8 pieces of large cardboard together. 
Leaving two untaped to form a door. I also cut “bars” in one piece 
to resemble a prison. 
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