
the temple week 2



THE TEMPLE

the second
FOCUS

Ezra 1:2 & 5-7, 3:2, 6-7, 11, 4:24, 5:2 & 17,  
6:6, 14 & 16 Isaiah 44:28 & Haggai 2:4, 9 & 19 
After 70 years away from home and the 
destruction of the first temple, King Cyrus 
told some Israelites to go back home and 
rebuild the second temple!

MATERIALS
The Second picture

Scroll coloring page (1 per child)

Cyrus actor and king name tag

Backpack or small bag (1 per child)

1 tsp gold sprinkles (in baggie) and 3 animal crackers  
(in baggie) (1 set per child)

Wagon/container and signs

Graham cracker bronze alter and frosting (1 set per child)

The People Traded coloring page (1 per child)

Graham cracker temple and frosting (1 set per child)

Messenger, prophet and king actor and name tags

Crayons & tape

ACTIVITIES

1. Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about the second 
temple that the Israelites made! 

ACTIVITY: Show children The Second picture and hang 
nearby for them to see. 

2. Isaiah’s prophecy
TALK: The first temple had been destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar. Then 70 years later there was a new king 
named Cyrus in Persia! This is the same king Isaiah had 
spoken about around 80 years earlier!!

ACTIVITY: Help the children color and fill in the missing 
words on the scroll.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Who says of Cyrus, 
‘He is my shepherd and 
will accomplish all 
that I please; he will 
say of Jerusalem, “Let 
it be rebuilt,” and of 
the temple, “Let its 
foundations be laid.” 
Isaiah 44:28

the temple

Who says of Cyrus...

of the temple, 

“Let its foundations

be laid.”

the second

shepherd, jerusalem, temple



ACTIVITIES 

3. Proclamation 
TALK: Cyrus was a king in Persia and he found his name in the  
scrolls of Isaiah! He knew he was appointed to build a temple  
for God in Jerusalem!

ACTIVITY: Have the Cyrus actor come forward and hold up the scroll 
and say “Look! I found my name!” Then have him say Ezra 1:2!

4. Back home
TALK: Cyrus told the Jews to go back home and rebuild the temple for 
God! The Jews were so excited! The king even told the people who 
were staying to give them supplies and free will offerings; gold, silver, 
animals and gifts to help them!

ACTIVITY: Have each child bring their backpack/bag and fill it with a 
pair of clothes or socks. Then give them the bags of gold sprinkles 
and animal crackers to add to the bag. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“‘The Lord, the God of 
heaven, has given me all 
the kingdoms of the Earth, 
and he has appointed me 
to build a temple for him 
in Jerusalem in Judah.’” 
Ezra 1:2

Moreover, King Cyrus 
brought out the 
articles belonging to 
the temple of the Lord, 
which Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away from 
Jerusalem, and had placed 
in the temple of his god. 
Ezra 1:7

Then the family heads of 
Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests and Levites 
— everyone whose 
heart God had moved — 
prepared to go up and 
build the house of the 
Lord in Jerusalem. All 
their neighbors assisted 
them with articles of 
silver and gold, with 
goods and livestock, and 
with valuable gifts, 
in addition to all the 
freewill offerings. 
Ezra 1:5-6

5. recovered
TALK: The Jews also got to bring back with 
them everything that Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken from the temple!

ACTIVITY: Place the alter of incense, 
menorahs, sea and tables from the previous 
lesson in a wagon/container. Then walk from 
the Persia sign to the Jerusalem sign.



ACTIVITIES

6. alter
TALK: The first thing they started making with was  
the alter of burnt offerings!  

ACTIVITY: Assemble the graham cracker alter.

7. sacrafices
TALK: The alter was done and built! Even though the 
temple still needed to be built, they wanted to use the 
alter and they did! They used the alter!  

ACTIVITY: Place the animal crackers on top of the 
graham cracker alter.

8. the people traded
TALK: The alter was built, and now they needed to start on 
the temple! They needed logs! So they did the same thing 
King Solomon had done and traded food, oil and wine for 
logs! The logs floated down the sea to a place they could 
pick them up!

ACTIVITY: Color the People Traded coloring page. Draw a 
line as to what was traded and trace the trail the logs took 
from Tyre to Jerusalem!

9. foundation
TALK: The people worked really hard and finally the 
foundation to the temple was done and they gave a 
great shout of praise!

ACTIVITY: Have the children lay down a graham 
cracker on their plate and secure it with frosting to 
represent the foundation. Then have them give a  
shout of praise!

On the first day of the 
seventh month They began 
to offer for offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord, 
though the foundation of 
the Lord’s temple had not 
yet been laid. 
Ezra 3:6

Then they gave money 
to the masons and 
carpenters, and gave food 
and drink and olive oil to 
the people of Sidon and 
Tyre, so that they would 
bring cedar logs by sea 
from Lebanon to Joppa 
Ezra 3:7

And all the people gave 
a great shout of praise 
to the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid. 
Ezra 3:11

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Then Joshua son of 
Jozadak and his fellow 
priests and Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel and his 
associates began to build 
the altar of the God of 
Israel to sacrifice burnt 
offerings on it 
Ezra 3:2



ACTIVITIES

10. Opposition
TALK: The people nearby did not like that the temple was 
being built and convinced the new king of Persia to make them 
stop. The king did not know God’s will and told the people to 
stop building and they did.

ACTIVITY: Have a messenger come and say, “The king says 
you have to stop!”

11. back to work
TALK: Even though the king had told the people to 
stop, about ten years later prophets from God came 
and told them to get back to work, and they did!

ACTIVITY: Have a prophet come and say, “Let’s get 
back to work!” Then have the children continue to 
build the temple by adding the sides of the temple 
with graham cracker pieces.

12. praise!
TALK: While the building was being made, the same people 
tried to get them to stop again by telling the king of Persia they 
were not listening. 

ACTIVITY: Have a messenger and the king come forward and 
have the messegner say. “I told them to stop, you told them 
to stop, but they aren’t listening!” Then have the prophet say: 
“‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory 
of the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty.”

Set to work to rebuild 
the house of God in 
Jerusalem. And the 
prophets of God were with 
them, supporting them. 
Ezra 5:2

Now if it pleases the 
king, let a search 
be made in the royal 
archives of Babylon to 
see if king Cyrus did in 
fact issue a decree to 
rebuild this house of God 
in Jerusalem.
Ezra 5:17 

“‘The glory of this 
present house will be 
greater than the glory 
of the former house,’” 
says the Lord Almighty 
Haggai 2:9

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Thus the work on 
the house of God in 
Jerusalem came to a 
standstill until the 
second of the reign of 
Darius king of Persia. 
Ezra 4:24



ACTIVITIES

13. stop!
TALK: King Darius was in charge now and he told everyone 
who was trying to stop the building of the temple to STOP! 
The temple was supposed to be built! 

ACTIVITY: Have the king tell the messenger “Stop!  
The temple has to be built!” Then have the prophet say, 
“From this day on I will bless you.”

14. done!
TALK: The temple was finally done! The people 
were so excited! The prophets had encouraged 
them along the way, and it got done!

ACTIVITY: Have the children finish building their 
temple using the gramham crackers on the sides 
and top. Then have them decorate the building 
with the gold sprinkles.

15. joy!
TALK: The temple was done and the people celebrated  
with joy! 

ACTIVITY: Have everyone give a shout of joy! 

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

Then the people of 
Israel—the priests, the 
Levites and the rest of 
the exiles—celebrated 
the dedication of the 
house of God with joy. 
Ezra 6:16

So the elders of the Jews 
continued to build and prosper 
under the preaching of Haggai 
the prophet and Zechariah, 
a descendent of Iddo. They 
finished building the temple 
according to the command of 
the God of Israel
Ezra 6:14. 

“Be strong, all you people of 
the land,” declares the Lord, 
“and work. For I am with 
you.” 
Haggai 2:4

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Do not interfere with 
the work on this temple 
of God. 
Ezra 6:6 

“From this day on I will 
bless you.” 
Haggai 2:19



Who says of Cyrus...

of the temple, 
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King Cyrus
activity 2: Look! I found my name! The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the Earth, and he has appointed me to build a temple for him in Jerusalem 

in Judah.

messenger
activity 9: he king says you have to stop!

prophet
activity 10: Let’s get back to work!

messenger (with king)
activity 11: I told them to stop, you told them to stop, but they aren’t listening!

prophet
activity 11: ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the 

former house,’ says the Lord Almighty!

king Darius
activity 12: (to the messenger) stop! the temple has to be built!

prophet
activity 12: From this day on I will bless you.



















graham cracker bronze atler
Break two graham crackers in half and use 3 of the halves per alter. 
Use or create red food coloring, about 1 Tbl per alter and use three 
animal crackers for the offering.

3 1/2 graham crackers

3 animal crackers

1 Tbl red food coloring

1. place red frosting on top of 
the first cracker

2. place the second graham 
cracker on top of the first, then 
put red frosting on the top of 
the second cracker

3. place the third graham cracker 
on top of the second, then put 
red frosting on the top of the 
third cracker



graham cracker bronze atler
Add the three animal crackers on top of the alter.





graham cracker temple
Break one graham cracker in half and use 1 half and three whole 
graham crackers. Use 1 Tbl white food coloring and 1 tsp gold 
sprinkles.

3 whole & 1 1/2 graham crackers

1 tsp gold sprinkles

1 Tbl white food coloring

1. spread a small amount of 
frosting on the plate. 

2. place the first graham cracker 
on top of the frosting.

3. put frosting on the edges of 
the other graham crackers and 
assemble around the foundation. 
Add frosting to the inside and 
place the gold spirnkles on them.




