
THE TEMPLE

king cyrus
FOCUS

God talked about what King Cyrus 

would do, before he did it!

MATERIALS
Scroll coloring page (1 per child)

Crayons

ACTIVITY

prophecy
TALK: We learned that the first temple had been 
destroyed! Then King Cyrus of Persia found a prophecy 
with his name on it! The prophecy said that Cyrus would 
help rebuild the temple!  

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Isaiah 44:28 and fill in the 
missing letters to the scroll!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Who says of Cyrus, 
‘He is my shepherd and 
will accomplish all 
that I please; he will 
say of Jerusalem, “Let 
it be rebuilt,” and of 
the temple, “Let its 
foundations be laid.” 
Isaiah 44:28
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THE TEMPLE

packing up
FOCUS

The Israelites got gold, silver, goods, 

animals and free will offerings to bring 

back to Jerusalem with them!

MATERIALS
Something gold/yellow

Something silver/gray

Something from the kitchen

A toy animal

ACTIVITY

gifts
TALK: King Cyrus told the Israelites they could go back 
home! Before they left, all their neighbors gave them 
gold, silver, goods, animals and free will offerings!

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 1:5-6 and find 
something gold (or yellow), silver (or gray), something 
from the kitchen, and a toy animal. Things the Israelites 
would have taken with them to Jerusalem!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

All their neighbors 
assisted them with 
articles of silver and 
gold, with goods and 
livestock, and with 
valuable gifts, in addition 
to all the freewill 
offerings. 
Ezra 1:5-6

Day 2



THE TEMPLE

what was taken
FOCUS

The Israelites got everything back!

MATERIALS
First Temple—What Was Taken coloring page (1 per child)

Crayons

 

ACTIVITY

get back
TALK: Not only did the Israelites get things from their 
neighbors to go back home, but King Cyrus also gave 
them everything King Nebuchadnezzar had taken from 
the temple!

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 1:7 and circle 
everything that King Nebuchadnezzar had taken,  
that’s what they got to bring back!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Moreover, King Cyrus 
brought out the 
articles belonging to 
the temple of the Lord, 
which Nebuchadnezzar 
had carried away from 
Jerusalem, and had placed 
in the temple of his god. 
Ezra 1:7

Day 3





THE TEMPLE

ready to go
FOCUS

The Israelites brought a lot of animals 

with them!

MATERIALS
 

ACTIVITY

caravan
TALK: The Israelites were ready to go! There were 42,360 Israelites, 
plus some other people too! That’s a lot! They even had 736 horses, 
245 mules, 435 camels and 6,720 donkeys! They had lots of animals! 

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 2:64-66 and ask your Tiny Arrows 
what they could have used all those animals for! To ride on and carry 
all their stuff! 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

The whole company 
numbered 42,360, besides 
their 7,337 male and 
female slaves; and they 
also had 200 male and 
female singers. They had 
736 horses, 245 mules, 
435 camels and 6,720 
donkeys.
Ezra 2:64-66
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THE TEMPLE

travel
FOCUS

The Israelites arrived in Jerusalem!

MATERIALS
Pasargadae to Jerusalem coloring page (1 per child)

Crayons

 

ACTIVITY

a long ways
TALK: 

The Israelites traveled from places like Pasargadae 
to Jerusalem!

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 2:68 and draw a 
line from Pasargadae to Jerusalem!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

When they arrived at  
the house of the Lord 
in Jerusalem. 
Ezra 2:68

Day 5





THE TEMPLE

Alter
FOCUS

The first thing the Israelites built was 

the alter of burnt offerings!

MATERIALS
Alter of Burnt Offerings coloring page (1 per child)

Crayons, scissors and glue/tape

 

ACTIVITY

sacfraice
TALK: The Israelites arrived in Jerusalem and the 
first thing they built was the alter of burnt offerings! 
Then they offered sacrifices on it!

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 3:2 and 3:6 and 
color and assemble the alter, then place the 
offerings on top!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Then Joshua son of 
Jozadak and his fellow 
priests and Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel and 
his associates began 
to build the altar 
of the God of Israel 
to sacrifice burnt 
offerings on it. 
Ezra 3:2

On the first day of 
the seventh month they 
began to offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord, 
though the foundation 
of the Lord’s temple 
had not yet been laid.
Ezra 3:6

Day 6









THE TEMPLE

trade
FOCUS

The Israelites traded food and drink for 

wood to build the temple!

MATERIALS
The People Traded coloring page (1 per child)

Crayons

 

ACTIVITY

wood for food & drink
TALK: The Israelites traded with the people from 
Tyre! They got wood to build the temple and the 
Israelites gave them food and drinks!

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 3:7 and draw a line 
from what was traded and trace the route the logs 
took from Tyre to Jerusalem! 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Then they gave money 
to the masons and 
carpenters, and gave 
food and drink and 
olive oil to the people 
of Sidon and Tyre, so 
that they would bring 
cedar logs by sea from 
Lebanon to Joppa
Ezra 3:7

Day 7





THE TEMPLE

foundation
FOCUS

The Israelites laid the foundation  

of the temple!

MATERIALS
Crayons and blank paper or chalk

 

ACTIVITY

joy!
TALK: After they got all the materials the Israelites started building 
the foundation of the temple! After it was built they shouted for joy!

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 3:11 and draw a rectangle on a piece 
of paper or out of chalk on the concrete! 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

And all the people gave 
a great shout of praise 
to the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid.
Ezra 3:11

Day 8



THE TEMPLE

temple built
FOCUS

The Israelites laid the foundation  

of the temple!

MATERIALS
Space to run

 

ACTIVITY

stop! go!
TALK: The foundation was laid; and now they needed to finish the rest! But the people nearby kept stopping 
them! Finally, years later, they finished! 

ACTIVITY: Today let’s read Ezra 4:24, 5:2, 5:17, Haggai 2:9, Ezra 6:6, Haggai 2:19, Ezra 6:14 and 6:16. Before you 
begin have your Tiny Arrow stand away from you (to play something similar to red light green light). Then after 
you read it, tell them to Stop or Go! 

Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second of the reign of Darius king 
of Persia. Ezra 4:24 STOP!

Set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with them, supporting 
them. Ezra 5:2 GO!

Now if it pleases the king, let a search be made in the royal archives of Babylon to see if king Cyrus did in fact 
issue a decree to rebuild this house of God in Jerusalem. Ezra 5:17 STOP!

“‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’” says the Lord Almighty 
Haggai 2:9 GO!

Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God. Ezra 6:6 GO!

“From this day on I will bless you.” Haggai 2:19 GO!

So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and 
Zechariah, a descendent of Iddo. They finished building the temple according to the command of the God of 
Israel Ezra 6:14 FINISH!

Then the people of Israel—the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles—celebrated the dedication of the 
house of God with joy. Ezra 6:16 SHOUT FOR JOY! 

Day 9


