
sunshine week 1



SUNSHINE

stop!
FOCUS

Joshua 9:15 & 10:5-13 
Joshua and the Israelites fought 5 kings! 
During the battle Joshua needed more 
time to fight and told the sun to stop,  
and it did! 

MATERIALS
Stop! picture

2 Gibeonites (with bandaids), Joshua & 5 kings (with crowns) 
actors wearing name tags

Peace sticker (1 per Gibeonite)

5 Kings vs Gibeon coloring page (1 per child)

Gilgal & Gibeon signs

Swords (1 per child)

Gibeon display with sun

Voice

Clock

Sun Stood Still coloring page (1 per child)

Handful of waterballons

Crayons, glue, scissors & tape

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about the battle where 
Joshua told the sun to stop and it did! 

ACTIVITY: Show children the Stop! picture and hang nearby 
for them to see. 

2.	Gibeonites
TALK: Joshua and the Israelites had conquered Jericho 
and Ai, and were getting ready to fight again, but a group 
of people called the Gibenonites did not want to fight 
because they knew Joshua would win. So they tricked 
Joshua into making a treaty of peace with them. So now Joshua  
and the Israelites could not fight the Gibeonites, but had to help them.

ACTIVITY: Have two Gibeonites come up to Joshua in Gilgal and say,  
“We come from very far away and do not want to fight you, can we have 
peace?” Then have Joshua say “We will give you peace.” Then have Joshua 
place a peace sticker on their name tags.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Then Joshua made a 
treaty of peace with 
them to let them live. 
Joshua 9:15

sunshine

stop!



ACTIVITIES 

3.	5 kings 
TALK: There were 5 kings who heard that Joshua was 
winning battles and had made peace with Gibeon. The 
kings were mad at Gibeon and attacked it! 

ACTIVITY: Have 5 kings, wearing crowns, get together 
and decide to attack Gibeon. Then have the kings put 
their hands together like a team and say “Let’s go!” Next 
have the children circle and count the 5 cities versus the 
1 city on the 5 Kings vs Gibeon coloring page.

4.	under attack!
TALK: The Gibeonites were under attack! They asked 
Joshua to come and help them!

ACTIVITY: Have the Gibeonites come up to Joshua 
with bandaids on and say, “We are under attack! 
Please come help us!” Then have Joshua say  
“We will come!”

5.	March
TALK: Joshua and the Israelites marched all night to go 
and help Gibeon against the 5 kings.

ACTIVITY: Have children march to Gibeon. 

6.	No fear
TALK: Even though Joshua and his men were fighting 
against 5 kings, God told Joshua that they would win! 

ACTIVITY: Have Joshua tell the children to stop, then 
have a voice say “Do not be afraid, you will win!”

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Then the five kings of 
the Amorites—the kings 
of Jerusalem, Hebron, 
Jarmuth, Lachish and 
Eglon—joined forces. 
They moved up with all 
their troops and took up 
positions against Gibeon 
and attacked it. 
Joshua 10:5

The Gibeonites then sent 
word to Joshua in the 
camp at Gilgal: “Do not 
abandon your servants. 
Come up to us quickly 
and save us!” 
Joshua 10:6

So Joshua marched up 
from Gilgal with his 
entire army, including all 
the best fighting men. 
Joshua 10:7

The Lord said to Joshua, 
“Do not be afraid of 
them; I have given them 
into your hand. Not one 
of them will be able to 
withstand you.” 
Joshua 10:8



ACTIVITIES

7.	 surprise!
TALK: Joshua and his men marched all night and took the 
other army by surprise!

ACTIVITY: Have the children sneak up on the sleeping 
5 kings, and say surprise! Then have them begin to fight 
using the swords.

8.	stand still
TALK: They fought long and hard, but there was not 
enough time in the day! So Joshua spoke to the sun and 
asked it to stop and it did! The sun stood still over them 
for a whole day, giving them time to defeat the 5 kings! 

ACTIVITY: Slowly move the sun until it is right above the 
hills. Then have Joshua say, “Sun stand still!” and stop 
moving the sun. Then show them a clock and go over 
the time from 12:00pm to 12:00pm the next day, but show 
them how the sun did not move like it was suppose to!

“Sun stand still over 
Gibeon, and you, moon, 
over the Valley of 
Aijalon.” So the sun 
stood still, and the moon 
stopped, till the nation 
avenged itself on its 
enemies. The sun stopped 
in the middle of the sky 
and delayed going down 
about a full day.
Joshua 10:12-13

The Lord threw them into 
confusion before Israel, 
so Joshua and the 
Israelites defeated them 
completely at Gibeon. 
Joshua 10:10

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

After an all-night March 
from Gilgal, Joshua took 
them by surprise. 
Joshua 10:9

9.	panic!
TALK: The enemy was panicked and confused! They 
had been taken by surprise and now the sun was 
not going down! This was not a normal battle for 
them and they were losing! 

ACTIVITY: Have the 5 kings run around in panic 
saying, “It should be nighttime but it’s still lunch 
time! What is going on?” Then have the children 
color the Sun Stood Still coloring page.



ACTIVITIES

10.	hail
TALK: Not only did the sun stop a whole day, giving the Israelites 
more time to fight, but everyone that ran away from them was 
hit by hailstones! The Lord was throwing down hailstones from 
heaven! God defeated more people with the hailstones than 
Joshua and the Israelites did with the sword!

ACTIVITY: Have the 5 kings run away from the children, and a 
parent throw water balloons at the running kings.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

As they fled before 
Israel on the road from 
Beth Horon to Azekah, 
the Lord hurled huge 
hailstones down on them, 
and more of them died 
from the hail than were 
killed by the swords of 
the Israelites. 
Joshua 10:11
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Activity 2 
GIBEONITES: We come from very far away and do 
not want to fight you, can we have peace?

JOSHUA: We will give you peace.

activity 3
5 KINGS: Let’s go!

activity 4
GIBEONITES: We are under attack!  
Please come help us!

JOSHUA:  We will come!

activity 6
VOICE: Do not be afraid, you will win!

activity 8
JOSHUA: Sun stand still!

activity 9
5 KINGS: It should be nighttime but it’s still lunch 
time! What is going on?





























Gibeon
I taped three large pieces of cardboard together using Gorilla tape and 
used tacky spray to glue blue paper over the cardboard. Then I taped three 
more pieces of cardboard together and cut it to look like hills. Then I glued 
the green paper over the cardboard and cut off the access. For the sun, 
I cut out a large round circle and glued a neodymium ring magnet to the 
back of it. Then I used a second magnent and placed it on the back of the 
blue cardboard so the sun would hold on the front of the blue cardboard. I 
positioned the sun, with the magnets, to be right behind the right side of the 
display, making it look like morning. I was able to genetly move the sun up by 
the paper to stop at the top, to look like noon.

board 3board 1 board 2

board 3board 1 board 2

Background:
tape then
glue blue 
paper

Ground:
tape, cut 
then glue 
green paper

tape tape












