
numbers week 1



NUMBERS

12 sons
FOCUS

genesis 29:32-35, 30:6, 30:8, 30:11, 30:13, 30:18, 
30:20, 30:24, 35:18, 49:4-5, 49:9, 49:14, 49:17, 49:19-
20, 49:21-22, 49:27, Exodus 39:10-13 & Numbers 3:6
Jacob had 12 sons who became the 
12 tribes of Israel! They each had a 
banner and stone to represent them!

MATERIALS
12 Sons picture

12 Sons booklet (1 per child)

12 small banner stickers/paper (1 set per child)

Large banner optional (1 set)

Watering can

Sword (toy or something similar)

Breastpiece

Lion (toy or something similar)

Snake (toy or something similar)

Deer (toy or something similar)

Tent (toy or something similar)

Tree

Ship (toy or something similar)

Plant

Wolf (toy or something similar)

Crayons and glue

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about Jacob’s  
12 sons! 

ACTIVITY: Show children the 12 Sons picture and hang 
nearby for them to see. 

2.	12 sons
TALK: Jacob had 12 sons. Each son had a banner to 
travel with and a stone that represented them on the 
High Priest’s breastpiece!

ACTIVITY: Give each child a 12 Sons book.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

numbers

12 sons

Simeon
one who hears

Reuben
he has seen my misery

carnelian
(red-orange)

chrysolite
(yellow-green)

swordswater



ACTIVITIES 

3.	reuben
TALK: Jacob’s first son was named Reuben. His name 
means he has seen my misery, his banner was water, and 
his stone was a carnelian!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the water sticker/paper by 
a watering can/water banner! Then have each child color 
Reuben, put the sticker/paper on banner and color the 
stone red-orange.

4.	Simeon
TALK: Jacob’s second son was named Simeon. His name 
means one who hears, his banner was swords and his 
stone was a chrysolite! 

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the sword sticker/paper by 
the sword/sword banner. Then have them color Simeon, put 
the sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone green.

5.	Levi
TALK: Jacob’s third son was named Levi. His name means 
attached, his banner was a breastpiece and his stone was a 
beryl. His family also became priests!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the breastpiece sticker/
paper by the breastpiece/breastpiece banner. Then have 
them color Levi, put the sticker/paper on his banner and 
color the stone blue-green.

6.	Judah
TALK: Jacob’s fourth son was named Judah. His name 
means praise, his banner was a lion and his stone was 
turquoise. 

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the lion sticker/paper by 
the lion/lion banner. Then have them color Judah, put the 
sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone blue.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

She named him Reuben 
Genesis 29:32

Turbulent as the waters
Genesis 49:4

The first row was carnelian
exodus 39:10

she named him Judah.
Genesis 29:35

You are a lion’s cub, 
Judah
Genesis 49:9

the second row was 
turquoise
exodus 39:11

he was named Levi.
Genesis 29:34

“Bring the tribe of Levi and 
present them to Aaron the 
priest to assist him.”
Numbers 3:6

beryl 
exodus 39:10

Simeon
one who hears

Reuben
he has seen my misery

carnelian
(red-orange)

chrysolite
(yellow-green)

swordswater

Simeon
one who hears

Reuben
he has seen my misery

carnelian
(red-orange)

chrysolite
(yellow-green)

swordswater

she named him Simeon
Genesis 29:33

Their swords are weapons 
of violence.
Genesis 49:5

chrysolite
exodus 39:10

JUDAH
praise

Levi
attached

beryl
(green)

turquoise
blue)

lionbreastpiece

JUDAH
praise

Levi
attached

beryl
(green)

turquoise
blue)

lionbreastpiece



ACTIVITIES

7.	 Dan
TALK: Jacob’s fifth son was named Dan. His name means 
he has vindicated, his banner was a snake and his stone 
was a lapis lazuli.

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the snake sticker/paper 
by the snake/snake banner. Then have them color Dan, 
put the sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone 
dark blue.

she named him Gad.
Genesis 30:11

Gad will be attacked by a 
band of raiders, but he will 
attack them at their heels.
Genesis 49:19

the third row was jacinth
exodus 39:12

she named him Asher.
Genesis 30:13

Asher’s food will be rich
Genesis 49:20

agate
exodus 39:12

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

she named him Dan.
Genesis 30:6

Dan will be a snake 
by the roadside, a viper 
along the path
Genesis 49:17

lapis lazuli 
exodus 39:11

she named him Naphtali.
Genesis 30:8

Naphtali is a doe set free
Genesis 49:21

emerald
exodus 39:11

8.	Naphtali
TALK: Jacob’s sixth son was named Naphtali. His name 
means my struggle, his banner was a deer and his stone was 
an emerald!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the deer sticker/paper by 
the deer/deer banner. Then have them color Naphtali, put 
the sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone green.

9.	Gad
TALK: Jacob’s seventh son was named Gad. His name 
means good fortune, his banner was a tent and his stone 
was a jacinth!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the tent sticker/paper by 
the tent/tent banner. Then have them color Gad, put the 
sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone brown. 

Naphtali
my struggle

Dan
he has vindicated

emerald
(red)

lapis lazuli
(dark blue)

deersnake

Naphtali
my struggle

Dan
he has vindicated

emerald
(red)

lapis lazuli
(dark blue)

deersnake

Asher
happy

Gad
good fortune

jacinth
(orange)

agate
(light blue)

treetent

Asher
happy

Gad
good fortune

jacinth
(orange)

agate
(light blue)

treetent

10.	Asher
TALK: Jacob’s eighth son was named Asher. His name 
means happy, his banner was an olive tree and his 
stone was an agate!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the olive tree sticker/
paper by the tree/tree banner. Then have them color 
Asher, put the sticker/paper on his banner and color the 
stone light blue.



11.	Issachar
TALK: Jacob’s ninth son was named Issachar. His name 
means reward, his banner was a donkey, and his stone 
was an amethyst!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the donkey sticker/banner 
by the donkey/donkey banner. Then have them color 
Issachar, put the sticker/banner on his banner and color 
the stone purple.

She named him Joseph
Genesis 30:24

Joseph is a fruitful vine, a 
fruitful vine near a spring, 
whose branches climb over 
a wall.
Genesis 49:22

onyx
Exodus 39:13

But his father named him 
Benjamin.
Genesis 35:18

Benjamin is a ravenous 
wolf
Genesis 49:27

jasper
Exodus 39:13

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

So she named him Issachar.
Genesis 30:18

Issachar is a rawboned 
donkey
Genesis 49:14

amethyst
exodus 39:12

So she named him Zebulun.
Genesis 30:20

become a haven for ships
Genesis 49:13

the fourth row was topaz
Exodus 39:13

12.	Zebulun
TALK: Jacob’s tenth son was named Zebulun. His name 
means honor, his banner was a ship and his stone was  
a topaz!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the ship sticker/paper by the 
ship/ship banner. Then have them color Zebulun, put the 
ship sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone blue. 

13.	Jospeh
TALK: Jacob’s eleventh son was named Joseph. His name 
means may he add, his banner was a vine and his stone was 
an onyx!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the vine sticker/paper by a 
plant/plant banner. Then have them color Joseph, put the 
sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone black.

Zebulun
honor

ISSACHAr
reward

amethyst
(purple)

topaz
(blue)

shipdonkey

Zebulun
honor

ISSACHAr
reward

amethyst
(purple)

topaz
(blue)

shipdonkey

Benjamin
son of my right hand

Joseph
may he add

jasper
(red)

onyx
(black)

wolfvine

Benjamin
son of my right hand

Joseph
may he add

jasper
(red)

onyx
(black)

wolfvine

14.	Benjamin
TALK: Jacob’s twelfth son was named Benjamin. His name 
means son of my right hand, his banner was a wolf and his 
stone was a jasper!

ACTIVITY: Have each child find the wolf sticker/paper by the 
wolf/wolf banner. Then have them color Benjamin, put the 
sticker/paper on his banner and color the stone orange.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.
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