
numbers week 2



NUMBERS

12 spies
FOCUS

Numbers 13:1-2, 13:17-20, 13:23, 13:26-29,  
13:30 & 13:33
On their way to move to the Promised 
Land, Moses sent 12 spies to go through 
Canaan to see what it was like.

MATERIALS
12 Spies picture

Bandana and spyglass (1 set per child)

Map & Checklist coloring page on a clipboard (1 set per child) 

Canaan signs

6+ Canaanite actors wearing bandanas

Giant poster

Green grassy area

City with large walls

Pomegranate and Fig trees (1 set of fruit per child)

Grape vine (1 grape per child)

Clothespin (1 per child) and pole

Basket

Grasshopper (1 per child)

I explored Canaan and we can take it! sticker (1 per child)

Crayons

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about the 12 spies! 

ACTIVITY: Show children the 12 Spies picture and hang 
nearby for them to see. 

2.	12 spies
TALK: God told Moses to send 12 men to spy out the 
land of Canaan.

ACTIVITY: Give each child a bandana to wear so 
they will look like the Canaanites. Then give them a 
spyglass to decorate and hang around their neck. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

The Lord said to Moses, 
“Send some men to 
explore the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving 
to the Israelites. From 
each ancestral tribe send 
one of its leaders.”
Numbers 13:1-2
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ACTIVITIES 

3.	Journey
TALK: The spies were to begin their journey from the Negev 
and go into the hill country.

ACTIVITY: Give each child the Map & Checklist on a clipboard. 

4.	Strong or weak?
TALK: The spies were to see if the people 
in Canaan were strong or weak. The people 
were powerful! They even saw giants! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children make their first 
stop in “Canaan” at the “Strong or Weak?” 
sign and see adults wearing bandanas flexing 
their muscles. Then point out the giant on  
the poster.

5.	Few or many?
TALK: The spies were to see if there were a lot of 
people, or just a few. There were lots of people and 
from different tribes!

ACTIVITY: Have the children stop at the “Few or Many?”  
sign and see all the adults in one place.

6.	Good or bad land?
TALK: The spies were suppose to see if the land was 
good or bad. It was good land! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children stop at the “Good of Bad Land?” 
sign and see that the grass is green.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

When Moses sent them 
to explore Canaan, he 
said, “Go up through the 
Negev and on into the 
hill country.”
numbers 13:17

“What kind of land do 
they live in? Is it good 
or bad?”
Numbers 13:19

“We went into the land 
to which you sent us, 
and it does flow with 
milk and honey!”
Numbers 13:27

few or many.
numbers 13:18

“The Amalekites live in 
the Negev; the Hittites, 
Jebusites and Amorites 
live in the hill country; 
and the Canaanites live 
near the sea and along 
the Jordan.” 
Numbers 13:29

“See what the land is 
like and whether the 
people who live there are 
strong or weak”
numbers 13:18

“But the people who live 
there are powerful” 
numbers 13:28



ACTIVITIES

7.	 Walls?
TALK: The spies were suppose to see if the cities had 
walls. The cities were large and had big walls!

ACTIVITY: Have the children stop at the “Walls?” sign to 
see the city with the large walls. 

“Do your best to bring 
back some of the fruit of 
the land.”
Numbers 13:20

they cut off a branch 
bearing a single cluster 
of grapes. Two of them 
carried it on a pole 
between them, along with 
some pomegranates and figs.
numbers 13:23

There they reported to 
them and to the whole 
assembly and showed them 
the fruit of the land.
numbers 13:26

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“What kind of towns do 
they live in? Are they 
unwalled or fortified?”
Numbers 13:19

“the cities are fortified 
and very large” 
numbers 13:28

“How is the soil? Is it 
fertile or poor? Are there 
trees in it or not?”
Numbers 13:20

“Here is its fruit.” 
numbers 13:27

8.	Good crops?
TALK: The spies were supposed to see if there were 
good crops and trees. There were good crops and  
fruit trees!

ACTIVITY: Have the children stop at the “Good or Bad 
Crops?” sign see the grape vine, fig tree and  
pomegranate tree.

9.	fruit
TALK: Then the spies were supposed to bring back some of the 
fruit. They brought back a cluster of grapes so big they had to carry 
it on a pole. They also took pomegranates and figs!

ACTIVITY: Have the children take off the grapes and clothespin 
them to the pole then pick the figs and pomegranates and put 
them in a basket.

10.	report
TALK: The spies spent 40 days exploring the land then 
came back and told Moses what they found out! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children come back to their starting 
position and read off their checklist.



11.	afraid
TALK: The spies told Joshua and the Israelites the good 
things about the land, but they also said that they were 
afraid! There were giants living in the land and they did not 
think they could win! They said they felt like grasshoppers 
compared to them!

ACTIVITY: Have the children color a grasshopper. Then 
have them compare their own size to the tallest person there.

12.	courage
TALK: Caleb said it didn’t matter how big or strong the 
people were, if God was with them, they could win! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children look again at how good 
everything was that God was giving the Israelites. Then 
have them compare with how hard it would be to take it 
from giants. But if they remember God is bigger, they can do 
it! Give each child an “I explored Canaan and we can take it!” 
sticker to color and wear.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

“We seemed like 
grasshoppers in our own 
eyes, and we looked the 
same to them.”
Numbers 13:33

Then Caleb silenced the 
people before Moses and 
said, “We should go up and 
take possession of the land, 
for we can certainly do it.”
numbers 13:30
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giant
I used 9’ worth of white paper backed by cardboard and drew a 
giant onto the paper. Then I hung it up by a string onto the side of 
the house.



















grasshopper

large clothespin

2 googly eyes

3-4” tan pipe cleaner
bent in half

Antenna

1/2 tan pipe cleaner
bent in m shape
Foreleg & middle leg

1 tan pipe cleaner
bent in m shape

hind legs



locust

eyes

antenna

hind legs

foreleg

using a hot glue gun, glue all pieces to the 
inside of the clothespin in a row






