
numbers week 3



NUMBERS

12 disciples
FOCUS

Matthew 6:9-13, 9:9 & 10:2-4, Mark 1:16-20, 1:41-42 
& 4:39-40, Luke 5:4-6 & 18:16 & John 14:21
Jesus chose 12 disciples to follow and 
learn from Him!

MATERIALS
12 Disciples picture

3’ Ribbon and 12 clothespins (1 set per child)

12 disciples coloring dolls (1 set per child)

Inflatable boat

Tax Collector booth

Swords

Jesus actor or puppet

Small pool/bucket/container of water

Small boat and 2 cups of goldfish (1 set per child)

Leprosy actor covered with white flour and a wet cloth

Lord’s prayer fill in the blank sheet (1 per child)

Hose connected to a spout

Crayons

ACTIVITIES

1.	 Introduction
TALK: Ask the children if they know about Jesus’ 
12 disciples! 

ACTIVITY: Show the children the 12 Disciples picture and 
hang nearby for them to see. 

2.	12 disciples
TALK: Jesus chose 12 men to be His disciples! They were 
suppose to travel around with Him and learn from Him.

ACTIVITY: Give each child about 3’ of ribbon and 12 
clothespins. Then have them put the clothespins on the ribbon.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

These are the names of 
the twelve apostles
Matthew 10:2
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ACTIVITIES 

3.	Fisherman
TALK: Jesus did not pick people with big important 
jobs. He even chose 4 fishermen to follow him!

ACTIVITY: Have the children go to the boat and 
pick out the Peter, Andrew, James and John dolls 
and add them to their ribbon using the clothespins. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

As Jesus walked beside the 
Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake, 
for they were fishermen. 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will send you out 
to fish for people.” At once 
they left their nets and 
followed him. When he had 
gone a little farther, he 
saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in a 
boat, preparing their nets. 
Without delay he called them, 
and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired men and followed him.
Mark 1:16-20

Simon the Zealot 
Matthew 10:4

As Jesus went on from 
there, he saw a man 
named Matthew sitting 
at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he 
told him, and Matthew 
got up and followed him. 
Mathew 9:9

4.	Tax collector 
TALK: Tax collectors were considered traitors! The Jews did 
not like them! Even though they were unwelcomed by their 
people, Jesus chose a tax collector to follow him! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children go to the tax collector booth 
and grab the Matthew doll and add it to their ribbon. 

5.	Zealot
TALK: The zealots were Israelite rebels who wanted to fight 
the Romans and make them leave! Even though Jesus did 
not come to battle with real swords, He still chose a rebel 
trained to fight! 

ACTIVITY: Have the children pick up the Simon the 
Zealot doll by the swords and add it to their ribbon.



ACTIVITIES

6.	The rest
TALK: The rest of Jesus disciples 
were ordinary men. But Jesus still 
chose them!

ACTIVITY: Have the children find the 
rest of the disciples dolls scattered 
around the area and add them to their ribbon.

7.	 God’s will
TALK: Jesus was teaching His disciples that He was doing 
what God wanted Him to do. So if they followed Him, they 
would learn to do God’s will too!

ACTIVITY: Have the children play a repeat game where 
they do or say what the Jesus actor/puppet does or says!

8.	Obey
TALK: Jesus was a carpenter, not a fisherman, but one 
day while Jesus was teaching by the lake He told Peter 
to go out into deep water to fish. Peter and Andrew had 
fished all night and caught nothing, and they knew the 
fish didn’t come out in the morning, but still Peter obeyed. 
He caught so many fish it almost sunk his boat!

ACTIVITY: Have the children place their boats in the 
container of water and add the goldfish into them until 
they start to sink.

When he had finished 
speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into deep 
water, and let down the 
nets for a catch.” Simon 
answered, “Master, we’ve 
worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I 
will let down the nets.” 
When they had done so, 
they caught such a large 
number of fish that their 
nets began to break. 
Luke 5:4-6

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas… James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus… 
Judas Iscariot, who 
betrayed him 
Matthew 10:3-4

I love the Father and do 
exactly what my Father 
has commanded me. 
John 14:21



ACTIVITIES

9.	Compassion
TALK: Leprosy was a skin disease. You could tell if a person 
had it by looking at them, but they were also suppose to 
warn people with their voices and how they looked. People 
with leprosy were even suppose to stay away from other 
people! But when a man with leprosy saw Jesus he came 
up to Him and asked for healing. He already knew that 
Jesus could do it. Jesus had compassion on him. Jesus 
could have just used His words to say the man was healed, 
but Jesus touched him first, then said he was healed!

ACTIVITY: Have an actor with white flour on their body 
come up to the Jesus actor/puppet and children and ask for 
healing. Then have the Jesus actor touch them with a wet 
cloth and say they are healed. 

10.	Relationship
TALK: Jesus taught his disciples that it was important to 
have a relationship with God through prayer. He even 
taught them a prayer that they could say.

ACTIVITY: Help the children fill in the blanks on the Lord’s 
Prayer fill in the blank sheet. 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Moved with compassion, 
Jesus reached out His 
hand and touched the 
man. “I am willing, ”He 
said. “Be clean!” And 
immediately the leprosy 
left him, and the man 
was cleansed. 
Mark 1:41-42

“This, then, is how you 
should pray: “‘Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us 
from the evil one.’”
Matthew 6:9-13

But Jesus called the 
children to him and said, 
“Let the little children 
come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. 
Luke 18:16

11.	Follow
TALK: Jesus didn’t say only adults could be with him, He even 
loved it when the little children came to him!

ACTIVITY: Have the children sit around the Jesus actor as He 
sings them the “Jesus loves the little children song”. Or have 
the Jesus puppet give each child a hug. 



ACTIVITIES

12.	Trust
TALK: When the disciples were with Jesus on a boat there 
was a big storm! So much water was in the boat that they 
were afraid it was going to sink! Jesus was there, but He was 
sleeping! Finally they got Him up and told Him what was going 
on. Jesus rebuked the storm and asked them why they were 
so afraid and why they still had no faith. Jesus was teaching 
them that when obstacles come in their way, to trust Him and 
keep their eyes on Him! 

ACTIVITY: Have children get on a boat and start to fill it 
with water using a hose, then have them wake up Jesus. 
Have Jesus tell the water to stop (stop the hose) and tell the 
children to have faith!

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

He got up, rebuked the 
wind and said to the 
waves, “Quiet! Be still!” 
Then the wind died down 
and it was completely 
calm. He said to his 
disciples, “Why are you 
so afraid? Do you still 
have no faith?” 
mark 4:39-40
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Boat
I cut a large display cardboard into the shape of a boat and cut 
cardboard into the shape of waves in front of it. I then added blue 
paper to the waves for Activity 3.

I used a blow up boat for Activity 12. You can use the same blow up 
boat for Activity 3 as well. 



tax collector booth
I set up a table and placed a box that says “Taxes” on the table and 
added the “Tax Collector” sign behind it. 





boat

1” pool noodle slice

using the bottom of the cup as 
stencil, draw a circle on the pool 

noodle. then cut out the inner circle 
with an xacto knife.

small cup








