
SPICES

different uses
FOCUS

Exodus 23:23-25, Matthew 2:11, 13:31-32 & 23:23  
& mark 14:3
In the Bible, spices were used for many 

different things! 

MATERIALS
Mustard seed & 1/2 sheet of white paper (1 per child)

Mint, dill & cumin spices & small cup (1 set per child)

Cinnamon & olive oil (1 set per child)

Frankincense resin & small gift bag (1 set per child)

Spikenard

ACTIVITIES

1.	 parable
TALK: The mustard seed is small, but grows into a big plant! 
Jesus said the kingdom of Heaven is like that! It starts small, 
then grows!

ACTIVITY: Have your Tiny Arrow smell the mustard seed and 
use them to try to form the shape of a tree on the paper! 

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

He told them another parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed, which a man 
took and planted in his field. 
Though it is the smallest of 
all seeds, yet when it grows, 
it is the largest of garden 
plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds come and 
perch in its branches.”
Matthew 13:31-32

spices

“Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth 
of your spices—mint, dill and 
cumin. But you have neglected 
the more important matters 
of the law—justice, mercy 
and faithfulness. 
Matthew 23:23

2.	Tithe
TALK: Some spices were given as a 
tithe! Even the Pharisees tithed mint, 
dill and cumin!

ACTIVITY: Have your Tiny Arrow smell 
the spices and take a small portion out 
of each cup and put it in the small cup.



ACTIVITIES

3.	Anointing oil
TALK: Some spices, like cinnamon, were mixed 
with olive oil and used for anointing oil! 

ACTIVITY: Have your Tiny Arrow smell the 
spices and mix the cinnamon with the olive oil!

CORRESPONDING 
VERSE

Take the following fine 
spices... half as much 
(that is, 250 shekels) of 
fragrant cinnamon... a hin 
fof olive oil. Make these 
into a sacred anointing 
oil, a fragrant blend, 
the work of a perfumer. 
It will be the sacred 
anointing oil.
Exodus 23:23-25

While he was in Bethany, 
reclining at the table in 
the home of Simon the 
Leper, a woman came with 
an alabaster jar of very 
expensive perfume, made 
of pure nard. She broke 
the jar and poured the 
perfume on his head.
Mark 14:3

On coming to the house, 
they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down 
and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their 
treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.
Matthew 2:11

4.	Gifts
TALK: Some spices, like frankincense, were used as gifts! 
Jesus even got frankincense as a present! 

ACTIVITY: Have your Tiny Arrow smell the frankincense and 
help them wrap it in a bag and give it as a gift.

5.	Perfume
TALK: Some spices were used to make perfume! A type of 
flower, called spikenard, was used as a perfume! A woman 
even put it on Jesus’ head! 

ACTIVITY: Have your Tiny Arrow smell the oil, then place a 
small amount of the spikenard on your Tiny Arrow’s head.

OPTIONAL: Hand out each child a bible verse to  
take home.






